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The Supremacy of Christ - Colossians 1:15-23 
 
Topics 
Believers, Church, Creation, Death, Doctrine, Enemies, Image, 
Reconciliation 
 
Open It Questions 
1. What person comes to mind when you think of greatness?  
             
             
              
 
2. Whom do you look up to? Why?  
             
             
              
 
3. What qualities stand out in a person you admire?  
             
             
              
 
 
Explore It Questions 
4. What is Christ’s relationship to God? (1:15)  
             
             
              
 
5. What is Christ’s relationship to Creation? (1:15-17)  
             
             
              
 
 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A15-23
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Believers&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Church&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Creation&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Death&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Doctrine&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Enemies&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Image&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Reconciliation&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A15-17
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6. How do "all things . . . hold together" under Christ? (1:16-17) 
             
             
              
  
7. What is Christ’s relationship to the church? (1:18)  
             
             
              
 
8. Why was the resurrection of Jesus significant? (1:18)  
             
             
              
 
9. How did Paul explain the deity of Christ? (1:19)  
             
             
              
 
10. What did God achieve through the work of His Son? (1:20)  
             
             
              
 
11. How did Christ bring us to God? (1:21-22)  
             
             
              
 
12. Why was reconciliation necessary? (1:21-22)  
             
             
              
 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A16-17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A20
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A21-22
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A21-22
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13. What is a Christian’s position before God? (1:22)  
             
             
              
 
14. What is the role of faith in reconciliation with God? (1:23)  
             
             
              
 
15. What kind of faith did the Colossians have? (1:23)  
             
             
              
 
16. What was Paul’s confident expectation? (1:23)  
             
             
              
 
 
Get It Questions 
17. Why did Paul take the time to describe the qualities of Christ?  
             
             
              
 
18. What difference does our understanding about Christ make? 
             
             
              
  
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A22
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A23
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A23
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A23
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19. How would you explain reconciliation (with God) to a non-
 Christian friend? 
             
             
              
  
20. What does the work of Christ on your behalf mean to you?  
             
             
              
 
21. In what way are we all under Christ’s authority?  
             
             
              
 
22. In what way are you under Christ’s authority?  
             
             
              
 
23. How firm is your faith?  
             
             
              
 
24. What can a person do if his or her faith is weak?  
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Apply It Questions 
25. When can you take time this week to meditate on this powerful, 
 compelling description of Christ?  
             
             
              
 
26. What truths about Christ do you want to remember when you 
 present the gospel to unbelieving friends?  
             
             
              
 
27. How can you strengthen your faith in Christ this week?  
             
             
              
 
 
 
 
 
Adult Questions for LESSONMaker. 
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Colossians 1:15-23
The Supremacy of Christ

INTRODUCTION

In the Colossian church there were several 
misconceptions about Christ that Paul directly 
refuted in this section:
• Believing that matter is evil, false teachers 

argued that God would not have come to 
earth as a true human being in bodily form. 
Paul stated that Christ is the image—the 
exact likeness—of God and is himself God, 
and yet he died on the cross as a human 
being. 



Colossians 1:15-23
The Supremacy of Christ

INTRODUCTION

• They believed that God did not 
create the world because he 
would not have created evil. Paul 
proclaimed that Jesus Christ, 
who was also God in the flesh, 
participated in the creation of the 
universe. 
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The Supremacy of Christ

INTRODUCTION

• They said that Christ was not the 
unique Son of God but rather one 
of many intermediaries between 
God and people. Paul explained 
that Christ existed before 
anything else and is the firstborn 
of those resurrected. 
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Colossians 1:15-23
The Supremacy of Christ

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

4. What is Christ’s relationship to 
God?  (1:15) 

15 Christ is the visible image of the 
invisible God. He existed before 
anything was created and is supreme 
over all creation,… (NLT)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A15
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The Supremacy of Christ

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

5. What is Christ’s relationship to 
Creation? (1:15-17) 

15 Christ is the visible image of the 
invisible God. He existed before anything 
was created and is supreme over all 
creation,…

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A15-17
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The Supremacy of Christ

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

5. What is Christ’s relationship to 
Creation? (1:15-17) 

16 …for through him God created everything
in the heavenly realms and on earth.
He made the things we can see and the  
things we can’t see—such as thrones, 
kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the 
unseen world. Everything was created 
through him and for him.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A15-17
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EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

5. What is Christ’s relationship to 
Creation? (1:15-17) 

17 He existed before anything else,
and he holds all creation together 

(NLT).

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A15-17
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The Supremacy of Christ

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

6. How do "all things . . . hold 
together" under Christ? (1:16-17)

16 for through him God created everything in the 
heavenly realms and on earth. He made the 
things we can see and the things we can’t see—
such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and 
authorities in the unseen world. Everything was 
created through him and for him. 
17 He existed before anything else, and he holds 
all creation together. (NLT)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A16-17


Colossians 1:15-23
The Supremacy of Christ

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

7. What is Christ’s relationship to the 
church? (1:18) 

18 Christ is also the head of the church,
which is his body. He is the beginning,
supreme over all who rise from the     
dead. So he is first in everything.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A18
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The Supremacy of Christ

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

8. Why was the resurrection of 
Jesus significant? (1:18) 

18 Christ is also the head of the church,
which is his body. He is the beginning,
supreme over all who rise from the     
dead. So he is first in everything.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A18


Colossians 1:15-23
The Supremacy of Christ

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

9. How did Paul explain the deity 
of Christ? (1:19) 

19 For God in all his fullness was pleased 
to live in Christ,…(NLT)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A19


Colossians 1:15-23
The Supremacy of Christ

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

10. What did God achieve 
through the work of His 
Son? (1:20) 

20 and through him God reconciled everything 
to himself. He made peace with everything in 
heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s 
blood on the cross.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A20


Colossians 1:15-23
The Supremacy of Christ

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

11. How did Christ bring us to 
God? (1:21-22) 

21 This includes you who were once far 
away from God. You were his enemies, 
separated from him by your evil thoughts 
and actions.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A21-22
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The Supremacy of Christ

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

11. How did Christ bring us to 
God? (1:21-22) 

22 Yet now he has reconciled you to 
himself through the death of Christ in his 
physical body. As a result, he has 
brought you into his own presence, and 
you are holy and blameless as you stand 
before him without a single fault.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A21-22
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EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

12. Why was reconciliation 
necessary? (1:21-22) 

21 This includes you who were once far 
away from God. You were his enemies, 
separated from him by your evil thoughts 
and actions.
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EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

12. Why was reconciliation 
necessary? (1:21-22) 

22 Yet now he has reconciled you to 
himself through the death of Christ in his 
physical body. As a result, he has 
brought you into his own presence, and 
you are holy and blameless as you stand 
before him without a single fault.
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Colossians 1:15-23
The Supremacy of Christ

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS 22 Yet now he has reconciled you to 

himself through the death of Christ in his 
physical body. As a result, he has 
brought you into his own presence, and 
you are holy and blameless as you stand 
before him without a single fault.

13. What is a Christian’s 
position before God? (1:22) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A22


Colossians 1:15-23
The Supremacy of Christ

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

14.What is the role of faith in reconciliation 
with God? (1:23) 

23 But you must continue to believe this truth 
and stand firmly in it. Don’t drift away from 
the assurance you received when you heard 
the Good News. The Good News has been 
preached all over the world, and I, Paul, 
have been appointed as God’s servant to 
proclaim it.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A23


Colossians 1:15-23
The Supremacy of Christ

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

15. What kind of faith did the 
Colossians have? (1:23) 

23 But you must continue to believe this truth 
and stand firmly in it. Don’t drift away from 
the assurance you received when you heard 
the Good News. The Good News has been 
preached all over the world, and I, Paul, 
have been appointed as God’s servant to 
proclaim it.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A23


Colossians 1:15-23
The Supremacy of Christ

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

23 But you must continue to believe this truth 
and stand firmly in it. Don’t drift away from 
the assurance you received when you heard 
the Good News. The Good News has been 
preached all over the world, and I, Paul, 
have been appointed as God’s servant to 
proclaim it.

16. What was Paul’s confident 
expectation? (1:23) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A23
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GOT IT QUESTIONS
#17 - #24



Colossians 1:15-23
The Supremacy of Christ

APPLY IT QUESTIONS
#25 - #27



Next Week’s 
Bible Study Lesson

Paul’s Labor for the Church
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